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James Alexander Pond 1846 -- 1941, possibly at age 18 holding the diary he was to fill,

in London before his departure on the "John Temperley" in May 1865.
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PLATE 2.

Tiritiri Matangi

Tuesday 29" August 1865. 'About 10 P.M. we sighted a lighthouse which
gave unmistakable signs of the nearness of the port. I now went below and
turned in. Wednesday 30™. About 1 AM. I was awoken by a hurried
trampling on deck & waking Fitz, we dressed & jumped aloft. It was blowing
a perfect gale, the lighthouse bearing close on our Starboard bow... Look
outs were now placed all about the ship... but a moment after the boatswain
sung out “Land close on our lee bow.” All now knew there was danger.’
(Diary of ].A.P.) Detail from “A grey day off Tiritiri”, watercolour by Alfred
Sharpe, 1883.
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PLATE 3.

“By 5 pm we were anchored just below the North Shore.” (JAP diary, 30 January 1866).
View from Parnell across the Waitemata harbour to Devonport (the North Shore of
Auckland city). From left: Mt Victoria (with cross) and North Head lying across
Rangitoto volcano which extends across Motutapu island lying low in front of Mt
Moehau and the Coromandel peninsula, gap, Motuihe island and Motukorea island lying
in front of Waiheke island. Henry James Warre, “From Government House”, Auckland,
22 March 1861. National Library of Australia, #T2913 NK290, nla.pic-an2946385-v.
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PLATE 4,

Along hills that were steep and high, 3 & 4 Sept.

Bunockuacksfoﬂowedhighgrmmd.ﬁeuack'ﬂonghﬂhdinmmmdhigh’
walkedbyAlex,Sam.delthquayBSeptembermathefollowedﬂnhmhge
route from Maxwell's Landing at Riverhead to Mrs Quigley's inn. From the last hill in
Strip Rd they would have had a clear line of sight to the sawmill. G Murdoch comments
that the road ascended the notorious Cobbler's Hill, then went via Long Hill and White
mﬂwSu'ipRoad:'Alongthismad:heeaﬂyoeulmwalked.mdcuﬁedgoodsby
packhone.hwasoﬁenaquagmireparﬁm!miyasarenﬂtoftheuseofthemadby
bullock teams hauling logs or produce” (Auckland Regional Authority, Future Bulk
Water Supply Study, Part 1, “Southern Kaipara”, 1988, Ch 7, p.41). The following day
Alex and Sam followed the track through bush up the ridge to Zanders Road, and
descended Chatham Rd and Peak Rd to the Drinnan and Bonar homesteads.
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PLATE 5.

....... ——ra - o —— -

Tues 5 September, John Bonar guided the three young people over the Kaukapakapa hill
to Omeru pa at Waitangi, beside the Makarau river. The following day, Mr White led the
party to Araparera: “...now began the difficulty of the road... All this time it was raining,
far heavier than you have it in England. By the time we had arrived at the second hill 1
was fit to give in... The rain cut our faces as we crossed the ranges, like hailstones... I am
sure I need not tell you that Mr Atkinson received us very kindly, nor how cheerful it
was when we changed our clothes and sat by the fire.” (] A Pond, Journal).
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PLATE 6

A Kaipara kaainga

‘We all went down to the settlement and that was the first time I had the pleasure of
seeing a native village. There were 4 large Whares and a wooden house. Fancy a long
raupo home about 40 feet by 10 feet no chimney as hole in the roof but 2 small doors
about 3 feet high and 1 % feet broad. After warmly welcoming us by the usual
salutation of “Tenaque” and shaking us severely by the hand, they invited us into
their Whare. There were only 3 women and 2 old men at the time. We all entered
and the women all began filling and lighting their pipes and handing them around.’
(Voyage to New Zealand 1865. Journal of Jas Alex II Pond, p 47-48)

From the sketchbook of S Percy Smith, surveyor. Paikea’s village at Tanoa on the Otamatea
branch of the Kaipara harbour in 1860, (Dick Scott, “Seven Lives on Salt River”, Hodder and

Stoughton, 1987)
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Primrose
Hill (19)

The old curative wells of Saint Pancras (plantation and buildings), prior to 1800 with old Saint
Pancras church and its graveyard, and footways from London city, Grays Inn Lane and Islington (7o
the right). In the distance are Primrose Hill (/ef?), Hampstead hill (centre) and Highgate hill (righs).
The old St Pancras church was built of yellow stone, with a weather vane atop its short tower. It
was rebuilt in Norman style during 1847-48. The St Pancras churchyard and St Giles in the Fields
cemetery were closed in 1854. British Museum, Ref. BH/FF10/Potter Collection, vol.24, p.1,
N0.1927,1126.1.24.1. Artist unknown.
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PLATE 8.

Pettigrew family. William Pettigrew was around age 23 when he took up a block
at Komokoriki. In 1873 he married the neighbouring girl, Susan Laybourn, one of the
young ladies in white muslin dresses and kid gloves. They had nine children. Back
row: Susan Winifred — Agnes Hamilton — Mary Anne - John — William. Middle row:
William Cowan Pettigrew (father) — James Alexander — Susan (mother). Front row:
Annie Rose (twin)- Margaret Alice — Jeannie Olive (¢twin). Photo from Margaret Gray
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PLATE 9.

Christening gown made by Mary Ann Laybourn for her daughter Susan, born 1852. Susan and
her sister Meggie Laybourn were the two girls in white muslin dresses who had rare fun
slipping down into the deepest gullies after ferns. Mary Ann had been sent to a French
finishing school. The gown is still worn by Mary Ann's descendants, 160 years later. Photo:

Alison Pollock.
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PLATE 10.

Bush felling

‘But of all the pleasures of the bush, there are none to surpass “bush felling”. To hear
the stroke of the axe falling as regular as the tick of the clock and the fun when two
or three are using them! All at once you will hear someone shout out, all make for a
tree to shelter them, then comes a creak, a rushing sound and a crashing sound
glorious to hear and if a large tree it will bring down several others with it, especially
ifon a hill.” (Voyage to New Zealand 1865. Journal of Jas Alex II Pond, p 53-54)

“Lumbering timber in a kauri forest at Kaipara” by Cuthbert Clarke (State Library of NSW)
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PLATE 11.

Eeling

‘And what would you think of 6 or 8 of us marching off 20 minutes before sunset to
some large, deep, hole in the river where we would cut down a ti-tree and bale it up
ready for lighting. Each would now take his line and place and commence in real
earnest. We would fish away until dark and then carefully fasten our lines with
stakes and after throwing them in, give one turn round a tussock of cutty grass. We
would all then nestle around the rousing fire and someone would commence telling a
yarn. All at once there would be a rustle of cutty grass and everyone would rush to
his line, quickly one of us would bring out a fine eel.” (Voyage to New Zealand 1865.

Journal of Jas Alex II Pond, p 53-54)

North Auckland Maoris used a stick and a relatively
short line to take eels in streams. The bait was a large
grub (mokoroa) which lives in the puriri trees growing
in that vicinity. By a series of simple loops around the
body of the grub it was artached to the end of the
fishing line. The fishing line and its bound bait (pakai-
kai) was attached to a stick of supplejack (kareao),
seven feet long. In tying the string to the stick, a knot
called whakapahuhu was used which consisted of a
binding tied several times around the stick and then
secured under the last one or two bindings. Sometimes
a stone sinker was used to lower the line to the bottom.
The fisherman moved his line gently in the water and
in a low monotonous chant he called the eel from its
hiding place. The eel swallowed the bait, and was
drawn gently to the surface, where a man was waiting
with a landing-net. Adjunct tools were torches (rama)
and wooden, bone or stone knives (patu tuna). (W ]
Phillips, Mori Life and Custom, p 27-28, 61-2)

However, the greater number of eels taken by Maori
were caught in weirs (pa tuna) fitted with eel pots
(hinaki), during the annual downstream migration to
sea to breed. Eels caught individually throughout the
year were taken by spearing at night. Some eels were
kept live in corfs (hinaki) but the greater part were
preserved by drying.

THE MAORI AS HE WAS

Eel-spears, matarau
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